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І нар BEEN ASLEEP, BUT MY SLEEP HAD BEEN FITFUL, 
FILLED WITH THE VAGUE, FORMLESS STUFF ОР TROUBLED 
DREAMS, BESIDE | МЕ, MY WIFE BREATHED SOFTLY. IN THE 
NEXT ROOM, MY SON SLEPT PEACEFULLY, HIS DOG AT THE 
FOOT OF HIS BED. ALL SEEMED WELL...AS IT SHOULD BE. 
YET, THE THIN TENDRILS OF THE FEARS WITH WHICH I 
HAD LIVED FOR SO LONG PLUCKED AT MY BRAIN. I AROSE 
АМО WENT TO THE WINDOW, AS IF SOMETHING..SOME SIXTH 
SENSE ...DREW ME THERE... 


HOW SHALL І DESCRIBE THAT AWFUL МОМЕНТ; L 
SAW THE BALL.. A GLOWING SHIMMERING SPHERE 
OF LIGHT... HOVERING OVER THE LAWN OF МУ SUB- 
URBAN HOME. I SAW IT SETTLE LIGHTLY. AND І 
THOUGHT THAT I WAS STILL DREAMING. 





Іт was NO DREAM! I KNEW THAT 


NOW. I SLIPPED INTO A ROBE AND 
WENT TO MEET THEM... 


WE MUST ВЕ SW/FT/ МЕ 
MUST JAKE HIM AND 60... 
QUICKLY! зу 


Т HEARD. THEIR LIPS DID NOT MOVE 
AND YET L HEARD THEIR VOICES, AS 
IF THEIR THOUGHTS LEAPED OVER 
INVISIBLE WIRES FROM THEIR MINDS 
TO MINE. I HEARD AND І KNEW WHY 
THEY WERE HERE. THEY'D COME 
FOR MY SOI 


но" МО YOU CAN'T | THERE IS 


HIS CALL REACHED # WO? THIS... 
OUT то US..ACROSS\ THIS Is SOME 
THE ENDLESS ЅЕАЅ Э» KIND oF 


OF SPACE...FROM / MONSTROUS 
HIS WORLD TO PRACTICAL 


OURS. WE COULD, JOKES THERE 
NOT DENY THAT ŽARE но отнек 4 
CALL. INHABITED WORLDS! 


TAKE HIM! 1 WON'T 
LET you! you 
WON'T! 


WORDS...WORDS... 1 SPOKE THEM, AND YET I DID NOT 

BELIEVE THEM AS 1 SPOKE. I KNEW, I HAD KNOWN FOR 
SOME TIME. AND THE EYES THAT LOOKED AT ME WERE 
SOFT AND FILLED WITH PITY... 


OUR SHIP HAS CROSSED SPACE AS HIS CALL CROSSED 
SPACE, YOU AVOW THAT HE DOES NOT BELONG IN 

YOUR WORLD THAT MUCH WE CAN GRASP FROM YOUR 
THOUGHTS, JUMBLED THOUGH THEY ARE 





THEY SAY THAT IN А CRISIS, A MAN'S LIFE FLASHES BEFORE 
HIS EYES ІМ A MOMENT'S TIME. I HESITATED THEN, IN МҮ 
CRISIS,..ONLY FOR AN INSTANT... AND IN THAT INSTANT, IT 
WAS AS IF TIME ROLLED BACKWARDS. - „ТЕН YEARS... 


YOU'RE... YOU'RE CERTAIN, Y 
DOCTOR? I'M. ..STILL NORMAL! Z4 





IT WOULD 
APPEAR зо, 


>. BUTBEYOND THAT... 


NOTHING... WOTHING: 
CAN REACH ACROSS 


AMONG HIS OWN XIND. 

HE WOULD BE HAPPY, 

WOULD YOU DEWY HIM 
HAPPINESS? 


AS FAR AS TESTS AND 
PHYSICAL EXAMINA- 
TIONS CAN SHOW, YOU 5 
ARE QU/TE NORMAL. 


BEYOND THAT, YOU 

WOULDN'T TAKE AN 

OATH ON IT. YOU 

WOULDN'T SWEAR 

THAT THE UNBORN 

A CHILD MY WIFE 18 
= CARRYING WILLBE 








с” 
SWEAR?! HOW COULD т SwEAR,[ N-NOf I GUESS 
PROFESSOR? YOU ARE А MAN OF / NOT! МЕ. МЕ KNOW 
SCIENCE. . „АМ EXPERT ОМ So L/TTLE оғ 


ATOMIC FISSION, FOR TWO < THE EFFECTS OF 
YEARS, YOU'VE WORKED ОН 

THE ATOMIC PILE AT ALAMA- 
GORDO. IF YOU WERE IN MY 
PLACE, WOULD YOU SWEAR AN 


=] 


ХЕИ RADIO-ACTIVITY ON 
THE GENES AND 





WE KNOW 50 LITTLE. WE TOYED WITH GIANT FORCES 
AND МЕ LIVED IN FEAR. AT LEAST, Г LIVED IN 
FEAR. BUT THERE WAS NOTHING I COULD DO. SO 
І WAITED. І WENT BACK TO WORK, AND EVEN AS I 
WORKED, I PRAYED THAT MY WORK HAD NOT MADE 
MY CHILD A MONSTER... 


SK 
Мо,мү SON WAS NOT DEFORMED. BUT... 
HOW MANY INFANTS LOOK UP AT YOU 
OUT OF EYES THAT SEEM TO SEE 
THROUGH YOU? HOW MANY CHILDREN 
WALK AT SIX MONTHS...SPEAK АТ 
És YEAR... READ AT THE AGE ОҒ 
Ld 


PRAYERS 
BORN, HE HAD NO EXTRA LIMBS, NO VISIBLE DEFORMITIES, 


д YOU DON'T KNOW FOR 
I'M BEING FOOLISH, BUT | CERTAIN IF YOURWORK 
I CAN'T HELP THINKING £, ONTHE PILE HAS AFFECTED 
ABOUT IT. WHAT IF THEN YOU PROFESSOR. WHY 
CHILD 15 А...А FREAK? ) ANTICIPATE? WHY NOT 
A MUTANT? \T WOULD WAIT... Ано SEE? 
BE MY FAULT! 


AND AT FIRST, IT SEEMED TO ME THAT MY 
BEEN ANSWERED. WHEN MY SON WAS 





THE DOCTOR SAYS HE'S 


PERFEGTS \SNT., ISN'T 
HE BEAUTIFUL, HENRY ? 


YOU SEE? / KNOW HOW PROUD YOU 
HE WAS <? ARE OFBOBBY! BUT, 
READING, У READING! COME, NOW! 
т TELL YOU! |НЕ WAS JUST LOOKING 

READING 4 AT THE P/CTURES, 
DEAR, HOW COULD 
HE KNOW HOW 





т DON'T KNOW HOM, Y OF COURSE ) LAURA HAD NEVER BEGUN ТО UNDER- / ВИТ YOU HAVE NO Y МО, DAD! 
BUT HE DOES. LAURA,\ I'VE NOTICED. | STAND. BUT I WAS RIGHT. A MUTATION Ñ FAVENDS. YOU 
НЕ! E'S МОТ 2/АЕ | BOBBY IS 15 NOT ALWAYS OF THE BODY. OTHER 
OTHER KIDS. THE WAY / EXCEPTIONALLY / BOYS PLAYED. OTHER BOYS ROMPED. 
HE SPEAKS. THE WAY Ў SA/GHT FOR BUT NOT MY SON. HIS INTERESTS 
HE WATCHES EVeRY-) HIS AGE.BUT 4 WERE OF THE MIND... 
THING. YOU MUST _/ DON'T YOU DARE а 
HAVE NOTICED’ f TELL HIM SO, Еро изкара ӨТЕ 


КОКОН то PLAY BALL WITH THE Y PARTICU- 





МУ зон WAS 50...50 COLD. CAN YOU UNDERSTAND? 

THERE WAS NO MIRACLE. HE DIDN'T SUDDENLY NOTHING 7 MAYBE HE DOESN'T 
REVEAL HIS GENIUS. НЕ WAS TOO CLEVER РОВ THAT. (YOU, HENRY? YOU < HATE US. MAYBE HE ONLY FEELS 
BUT І KNOW WHAT LAY BEHIND THOSE Ісу EYES OF (SOUND AS THOUGH \ SORRY FOR US. I DON'T А/О. 


HIS... 
HATED US. WHAT SICK OF BEING LOOKED AT AS 


г 


WELL, WHY DON'T YOU GET LONELY? BY HEAVENS, 
WHAT KIND OF A CHILD ARE YOU? DON'T YOU ( HAS НЕ DOWE S/T T THOUGH I WERE A WORMS 
< y 
а 7 = 





HE WASN'T ONEOF US. I SAW THAT CLEARLY, MY SON SORRY, SIR. YOU KNOW THE ) M//GHT HAVE BEEN! 
WAS WHAT ONE DAY MEN MIGHT BE. HE ENDURED 05, REGULATION.WE HAVE TO You FOOL / WHAT 
KNOWING HIS OWN SUPERIORITY. BUT I LOVED HIM. HE CHECK EVERY PERSON <? GOOD IS THAT GEIGER 
WAS STILL MY SON. AND MY LOVE MADE ME TENSE AND WORKING ON THE PILE. У COUNTER WOW? THE 
IRRITABLE... YOU MIGHT HAVE BEEN | DAMAGE HAS BEEN 
Г WELL, вет OW WITH IT? 1 Havent X EXPOSED TO RADIATION. 
GOT ALL DAY? OR DO YOU THINK I'M 
TRYING TO SNEAK OUT SOME (/-2352 





I'LL NEVER FORGET THAT DAY. 1:0 SNARLED AT THE TDION'T ASK FOR THE HELP YOURSELF, 
GUARD OUT OF MY OWN MISERY...BECAUSE MY SON МАЗ МОТ | DOG'S LIFE HISTORY! WE'VE BEEN WONDERING 
MY SON...BECAUSE I WANTED НІМ ТО LOVE МЕ AS I LOVED У І ONLY WANT ТО KNOW / WHAT TO DO WITH THEM. 
НІМ. THERE HAD ТО BE A WAY ТО HIS HEART... IF ANYONE OWNED THE \7 IF QUEEW/E DOESN'T 
бу GUARD? THAT WONLY то HER, SIR.) | PUPS. IF NOT, MY SON | MIND, WHY SHOULD 7? 
206.” DO THOSE ) QUEENIE'S JUST А MIGHT LIKE TO HAVE 
PUPS BELONG / STRAY BEEN HANGIN’ 
TO ANYONE? Ду AROUND HERE EVER 
SINCE THE PLACE 
WAS PUT UP! SHE'S... 


И ДА. 
THE IRONY OF IT. т BROUGHT MY SON Е DOG HAD BE- HE'D GO OUT...AND RETURN... 
А РЕТ. I TRIED TO BUY MY WAY BEHIND СОМЕ ІМЗЕРАВАВІЕ. BUT IT WITH WHATEVER THE DOG 
THE WALL OF ICE BEHIND НІМ. AND INSTEAD, WASN'T THE WAY IT WAS WITH SEEMED TO WANT... 
DAY BY DAY, І SAW FINAL PROOF THATI'D OTHER BOYS AND THEIR DOGS. = 
FATHERED SOMETHING BEYOND МҮ UNDER- ВОВВҮ WOULD JUST LOOK INTO 
STANDING... DUKE'S EYES...AND HE'D KNOW... 


І KNOW, DEAR. REMARKABLE, ) TRAINED’? BOBBY HADN'T 7RA/NED DUKE! HE'D 
Ао орт. Yous: ап? Маа ЗЕЕМ5 ТО ВЕ | CONTROLLED НІМ. HE KNEW WHAT DUKE МАЗ 7H/WA- 
- READ DUKE'S MIND. (NG... THE WAY HE PROBABLY KNEW WHAT J WAS THINK- 
pon kent DUKE AND У IT's AMAZING THE WAY HE'S 
HE THAT DUKE TRA THAT DOG! 
акти кат S s 0:22 99 DAD, WOULD YOU OPEN THE 
Must LOOMED AR BACK DOOR? DUKE'S ON THE 


STEPS AND HE шы? 
N 











BOBBY, HOW Y /WTU/T/ON, 1 
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570Р7 МО” YOU'LL ` 
NEVER TAKE HIM! Т 
WON'T LET YOU? 


DENLY СОМЕ AMONG YOU WERE “Š TAKE НМ AWAY... TO 

USED FOR EV/Z ? WOULD YOU ` WHERE WE CAN WATCH 

HAVE YOUR WORLD EWSLAVED? OVER HIM...TRAIN HIM 
RIGHT. THERE 18 МО, 


Ано т WAITED FOR! 
очни CARRYING THEIR 





І stoop THERE ,MY FINGER TREMBLING ON І stoop ТО one SIDE AS THEY ++. AND I WATCHED THE GLEAM- 
THE TRIGGER. AND THEN МҮ НАМО DROPPED PASSED МЕ AND WENT OUT TO ING SPHERE RISE INTO THE 
LIMPLY. . . THE SHIP AND CLIMBED IN. NIGHT TO THE STARS, 


THEN I WENT BACK INTO THE +++ AND SAT BY THE WINDOW ALL 
HOUSE... NIGHT UNTIL THE DAWN CREPT 
UP FROM BEHIND THE EAST AND DAD f WHERE'S 
ERASED THE STARS. DUKE? I CAN'T 
~: ANY 
WHERE P 0. 


Н в Үр COME 


a 


БЫТ T WOULDN'T T WORRY ABOUT DUKE, SON, 
HE'LL BE ALL RIGHT. HE'LL BE ВА 


AFRAID I FORGOT TO CLOSE IT 
LAST NIGHT! HE MUST Ne 
GONE OUTS 





The man lifted his head from his arms and 
looked dazedly through the window as twi- 
light fell. All ‘round, the earth lay still, wait- 
ing. A cool breeze stirred the new leaves and 
a sigh, long and tortured, escaped his lips. 
He was not old, yet not young either, for pain 
had carved deep furrows across his forehead 
and along his cheeks. He had known more 
despair than just one lifetime could bring. 

He shifted now, in his seat, and tired fingers 
groped toward the instruments on the panel 
before him. He touched each dial, each but- 
ton, each lever. gently, and then his arms fell 
numbly into his lap. 

“Fool boy,” he thought. “Fool, fool, FOOL!" 

-the last, a hoarse scream shattering 
the silence... startling him so that minutes 
passed. and he still trembled. He closed his 
eyes and saw... 

„а boy, himself, eons ago...a boy 
laughing. glowing with excitement, bursting 
with his secret, yet not daring to confide it to 
anyone. The delicious agony as the days 
crept by toward THE day. The day the news- 
papers said the rocket would take off. Over 
and over again, the boy lived his plan, ‘til 
THAT day, when he stowed away, hidden 
amongst the huge crates of instruments. The 
ecstasy of fear that was his ‘til blast-off. And 
yet, they did not find him ‘til they were three 
days out from Earth. 


He remembered landing on the planet... 
exploring it in the suit they had cut down to 
` fit him. The men were very patient with him, 
and explained each phase of the exploration 
and the importance of each new discovery. 
The youth's heart sang. His mind soaked up 
"every word. 


And then came the terror of the illness. Two 
оГ the scientists, the oldest.of the group, died 
_while they were still on the planet. Three 

more, middle-aged, succumbed. And then, 
atter a night of arguing, the project was 
abandoned, as fear of dying on a strange 
planet and а longing for the loved ones on 
Earth triumphed over scientific curiosity. 


But the return was too late to save the lives 
of the rest of the men. One by one they died, 
the last one with a prayer for the last sur- 
vivor...the boy, now full grown, made old 
before his time by the deaths of his friends. 
The controls, set with care, and rechecked 
before the last scientist died, brought the 
young man closer to home. His sanity re- 
mained with him only because of the memory 
of his parents, his friends, and the whole won- 
derful world of beautiful people awaiting him. 

And then, the landing. The anguish of that 
morning remained. At Из recall, the man 
flinched, and a gasp stirred the air in the ship 
where he sat, as memory of that morning 
stabbed him again. 2 


The earth was quiet and grey. There was 


-nothing but flatness before him as far as the 


eye could see . . . flatness covered with a fine 
grey ash. Not ‹ а building stood, not a bird 
soared through the sky, and not а leat clung 
to the charred branches of the few trees that 
stood. It had taken hours, before he remem- 
bered. The BOMB! They had used it! And 
what most men had scoffed at, and a few, 
wiser than the rest, had feared, had come to 
pass. Chain reaction! Uncontrollable! 


And there was nothing left...no one to 
comfort the boy come home. 

That was the part that hurt so unbearably. 
After weeks of hope, the realization, the ac- 
серіапсе. He was alone... the last man on 
Earth. Alone...and when the trees came 
back to life, there was no one with whom to 
share the beauty of Spring. There was no joy 
at the first blades of grass. There was no one. 
No one but the man. 

The creases in his face deepened as he 
fought the urge to cry. But there was по опе 
to see the tears. No one to hold him, to com- 
fort him, to love him. So, once more, he gave | 
way. The tears poured down his cheeks. His 
eyes were twin pictures of his agony. He 
cried, and then, aloud, "ОН, GOD, SOME- 


ONE... SOMEONE, PLEASE!" 


At last, exhausted, he stopped sobbing. 
And then, Adam lay down his head, and slept. 





Әһ А» 

НЕ was ONE oF М5 ано YET THEY KILLED нім; НЕ was МҮ 
FRIEND АМО ҮЕТ ТНЕҮ LIFTED НІМ HIGH AND FLUNG НІМ FROM 
THE CLIFF-EDGE. WE HUNTERS | WERE RETURNING AT DUSK. ` 
WE'D LEFT THE COOL, GREEN-SMELLING FOREST AND CROSSED 
THE BARREN PLACE BENEATH THE CLIFFS, WHEN I SAW. І SAW 
інім STRUGGLE. I HEARD НІМ SCREAM AS НЕ FLAILED IN MID- 
AIR ОМ НІЗ WAY ТО A ROCK-RUPTURING DEATH. , AND, STRIP 
LING THOUGH I WAS, I SWORE THAT THIS DAY MY SPEAR 
WOULD TASTE HUMAN BLOOD. FOR HE WAS MY FRIEND... 


FOR THAT...SOMEONE 
WILL DIE? 


ч 4 
Е USE THE | OLD NAMES STILL. HIS NAME WAS 
JOHN AND ГО LOVED НІМ. НЕ CAME DOWN 
SCREAMING AND THEN THE SCREAMING STOPPED 
AND HE WAS DEAD. L FLUNG THE FRESH-KILLED 


DOE FROM MY SHOULDERS. І WOULD HAVE 


CLIMBED TO THE CLIFF EDGE ABOVE, ВИТ THE 
OTHERS WOULD NOT LET МЕ PASS... | 
STOP! WOULD YOU BE + 

LIKE МЕ is WOW? You 

KNOW OUR LAWS 


IT WAS A/GHT THAT JOHN 
SHOULD DIE! HE BROKE IT! 
WE DID NOT WISH TO SLAY 





NO! INSTEAD YOU /7/0ЖЕ0 МЕ. 
ТАМ NOT YET A MAN, YET YOU 
TOOK ME W/TH YOU...LET ME 
HUNT WITH YOU. NOW І KNOW 
WHY? SO THAT I COULD NOT 


І FOUGHT BUT THERE WERE MANY. THEY OVERPOW- 


ERED ME AND TOOK MY WEAPONS... 


Тт WAS SAMUEL, THE WISE... THE 

ELDEST...OUR LEADER. І SNATCHED 

А ROCK FROM THE CAIRN... 
WOULD YOU SLAY МЕ, 
DAVID? YOUR FRIENDS 


CRIME WAS GREATS 

WOULD YOU HAVE ALL 

OF US SUFFER FOR THE 
FOLLY OF OWE? 


NOT FORCE US TO 


WE TRICKED YOU 
ЗО THAT YOUR 
HOT BLOOD WOULD 


KILL YOU ALONG 





Ano THEN THEY LEFT МЕ ТО FACE THE DARKNESS 
ALONE. I BUILT A CAIRN FOR JOHN'S BODY TO CHEAT 


LIARS? LIARS Іт WAS 

NOT TO SPARE МЕ, BUT TO 

SPARE YOURSELVES / NOW 
TASTE MY REVENGE! 





THE SCAVENGING WOLVES, AND THEN I GRIEVED FOR 





НЕ STOOD THERE, GNARLED AS AN 
ANCIENT TREE. AND I HATED HIM. 
FOR ONLY HE COULD SPEAK THE 
WORD WHICH SENT A MAN TO HIS 
DEATH. YET I COULD NOT KILL HM 
т BRING YOU A СМО/СЕ, МҮ SON! 
LEARN THE MYSTERY, THE REASON 
FOR OUR LAW, AND ВЕ AS WE ARE.. 
OR REMAIN HERE, UNARMED 
AGAINST THE BEASTS OF THE NIGHTS 


WEEP, MY SON! WEEP! TEARS 
CLEANSE THE HEART OF HATE... 
AND YOURS IS F/LLED WITH HATE 

BECAUSE YOU DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND... 


THERE МАЗ мо CHOICE, МО МАН 
САМ | LIVE FOR LONG AWAY FROM 

THE PROTECTION OF THE CAVES. AND 
І WAS NOT YET EVEN А МАН, AMONG 
‘OUR PEOPLE, ONLY THOSE мно. 
LEARNED THE MYSTERY OF THE 
LAW WERE ACCOUNTED MEN. SO 
1 FOLLOWED SAMUEL... 





T CLIMBED BEHIND THE OLD ONE... и МЕ TO | THE OLO MAN SAT DOWN ом HIS 
THE WISE ONE... AND I SHIVERED. У BED OF SKINS... 
FOR MANY WERE THE TALES І HAD А THING TO ВЕ SEEW IT IS А THING TO BE SEEN FROM 
HEARD OF THE MYSTERY BEHIND WITH THE EYES OR WITHIN? THE MYSTERY IS NOT A 
THE LAW. YET I WALKED PROUDLY- е | FELT WITH THE HANDS, | | THING THAT /$ BUT ATHING THAT 
ERECT... AS І PASSED THE HUNTERS WAS. ІТ WAS A TIME LONG AGO, 
АНО THEIR WIVES AND THEIR WIDE- о ZA | WHEN MEN WERE WOT AS THEY ARE 
EYED CHILDREN... я 5 L. NOW... WHEN MEN LIVED IN 

| SHINING TOWERS... 


Аш. THAT I SAW AS THE OLD ONE SPOKE. AND THEN L 
SAW THE TOWERS CRUMBLE. I SAW THE STONE PATHS 
SPLIT AND BREAK AND RECOIL LIKE SNAKES. I SAW 
THE FIRE LIKE THAT OF A HUNDRED SUNS... 


в 
OVER THE SPIRES..../ 


Ано т SAW THE 000-МЕН DIE. HUNDREDS... THOUSANDS. МЕНОМ І KNEW. І KNEW THAT TH 
MILLIONS. I SAW THE FIRE RISE LIKE А BALL AND MUSH- HINGS THAT FLEW HAD BROUGHT DEATH. 
ROOM UPWARD AND HANG OVER THE DEATH AND DESTRUC- IOVERED... AND THEN THEY'D STREAKED / 
‘TION LIKE A BLAZING CAIRN OF FLAME... HOVE! 


IT IS ONLY А BRANCH 
IN THE FIRE, МУ SON! 





TT... IT WAS зо REAL! У THE THINGS | ( THE 600-мем FOUGHT FOR | I заж іт ALL THROUGH SAMUEL'S EYES. T 

І...І DREAMED. І THAT FLEW \ STRANGE REASONS, | SAW THE ROCKETS IN THEIR THOUSANDS. I 

THOUGHT IT WAS WERE KNOWN \ THEN. WOT FOR FOOD Т SAW THEM BATTLE AND DESTROY EACH 
OTHER UNTIL THE LAST ROCKET DROPPED 


THE FIRE FROM THE / ASMACHIWES | OR FOR MATES. ..BUT 
SITIES... .FROM MY SON/AND / FOR THINGS YOU WOULD FROM THE SKIES. AND THEN THERE WERE 
NOT UNDERSTAND, AND DIFFERENT THINGS FLYING ІМ THE SKIES.. 


THE THINGS THAT ) WHAT YOU 
STRANGE THINGS,,, LIKE BIRDS, WITH 





FLEW? SAW WAS ALWAYS THEY FOUGHT 
CALLED WARE _ THESE WARS WITH WINGS THAT DID NOT MOVE... 
THEIR MACHINES. THE 7 та =F 
MACHINES THAT FLEW 
WERE CALLED AOCKETS_ 








І SAW WORE GOD-MEN'DIE;ASIF THEY WERE SACRIFICES I SAW THEM FIGHT AMONGST THEMSELVES FOR THE 
TO THE MACHINES THEY THEMSELVES HAD CREATED. LAST SCRAPS OF FOOD, I SAW THE BEETLES SPIT 
AND THEN І SAW THEM BEGIN TO LOSE THEIR GODLI- FIRE AND KILL THE 600-МЕМ.,. 





‘THE GOD-MEN FOUGHT WITH ONLY THE THINGS 
THEY COULD CARRY, ..WITH THE BLACK STICKS 
WHICH SPIT FLAME AND THE KNIVES MADE OF 
GLEAMING, SHINING STUFF... . 





Ано r SAW THE вор-мем STARVE. T SAW THEM PERISH 
ВУ THE MILLIONS. BUT STILL THEIR WAR WENT ОН. ONE 
DAY, THERE WERE NO MORE FLYING THINGS IN THE AIR... 
NO GLEAMING BEETLES ON THE GROUND... 








І Saw THE LAST BATTLE. AND T Ано AFTER THE BATTLE,I SAW ` THAT МАН WAS THE F/RST, MY 
SAW, iN THE END, THE GOD-MAN ONE GOD-MAN CLIMB A HEAP OF THE FIRST TO UNDERSTAND WHAT 
FIGHTING AS WE FIGHT.. .WITH RUINS AND SPEAK TO THE OTHERS. HE FIRST TO 
CLUBS... AND SPEARS. а т NGS WHICH HAD 
MADE A WILDERNESS OF HIS WORLD. 
HE PREACHED TO THE OTHERS... 
THE FEW THAT WERE LEFT. HE 
MADE THEM UNDERSTAND... 


І SAW THE MAN WHO PREACHED TO THE OTHERS Ано Т SAW THEM CRUSH THEM... SMASH THEM. 
LEAD THEM. SAW THEM SEEK OUT ALL OF THE THEM. .THE MACHINES! 
THINGS THAT THEY HAD BUI I 


WRECKED EVERY LAST MACHINE, | AND TIME BURIED THE MACHINE,MY SON. | ҮЕЗ{ вит 
LEFT Т} 5 AND AND ТНЕ / AW WAS BORN! WEVER NEVER UNDER- 





THEN WOW YOU UNDERSTAND 

WHY JOHN WAS A/LLED, JOHN 

BROKE THAT Law! JOHN 

MADE A MACHINE / AND THE 

MACHINE MEANS DEATHS НЕ 

MEN BUILD OWE, THEY WILL 
BUILD OTHERS! 


AND IF THERE ARE OTHERS, 
ONE DAY MEN WILL FZY AGAIN AND 
KILL AGAIN. I LOVED JOHN, BUT 
IT IS 6000 THAT JOHN DIED, NOW 

X CAN SEE THE W/SDOM OF IT! 


NO, THE MACHINE HAS NOT BEEN 
DESTROYED. WOT YETZ ІТ 18 TOBE PLACED 
INTHE F/RE SO THAT ALL MAY SEE AND KNOW 
HOW STRONG 15 OUR LAW! COME... 





REMEMBER, THAT YOU MAY TEACH YOUR CHILDRE? 
SO THAT THEY MAY TEACH THEIR CHILDREN... 


т сам UNDERSTAND. BUT... 
BUT 7/49 MACHINE? НАЗ IT BEEN 
DESTROYED? І НАМЕ NEVER -q 
SEEN А MACHINE. IT WOULD BE A 
TALE TO TELL MY SONS SOME DAY... 
THAT I HAD ACTUALLY SEEN 
А MACHINE... = 


THE GOD-MEN HAD SUCH A MACHINE LONG 
AGO AND IT EVENTUALLY BROUGHT THEM 


HOW 6000 IS OUR LAW! REMEMBER THAT YOU, 
HAVE LOOKED UPON A MACHINE! REMEMBER 


THE 600-МЕМ...оЧк ANCESTOR. 
CALLED IT... WHEEL 





THE SHIP WAS THE LAST. IT THREW ITSELF UPWARDON A 
PILLAR OF FLAME INTO THE EMPTY OCEANS OF SPACE. AND 
ТАМ ALONE. THEY'VE GONE WITH BITTER WORDS ANDIRONIC 
JESTS,THE OTHERS, THEY'VE LEFT THE CLEAN DESOLATE 
SILENCE OF MARS AND THEY'VE RETURNED TO EARTH. ..TO 
THE BRAWLING CROWDED PLACES. THE DREAM...THE НОР! 

18 ENDED. AND THE TEARS ARE HOT AND SALTY ON МУ LIPS. 


Mans. вер MARS... GODDESS OF PROMISE. COOL 

МА! WHOSE VIRGIN QUIET WE'D TORN ТО SHREDS 
WITH OUR BULLDOZERS AND OUR TOO-LOUD LAUGH- 
TER AND OUR EAGER SCRATCHING IN ITS SAND 
FLESH. NOW SHE CAN SLEEP AGAIN... UNDISTURBED 
THIS TIME TIME FOREVER, THE COLONYHAS BEEN 
ABANDONED... 





Back To THE ABANDONED CITY... 
BACK TO THE EMPTY SHELLS. I FIND 
MY BED AND THROW MYSELF UPON 
IT AND THE AGONY CLOSES AROUND 
ME LIKE A GIANT FIST, CRUSHING. 
THE PAIN. THE AWFUL SHATTERING 
PAIN, AND YET, EVEN THEN, THERE 
15 THE OTHER PAIN... THE PAIN OF 
REMEMBERING... 





Г о LOOKED UP WHEN TORGSON'D) 
SPOKE..UP TO THE TINY GREEN BALL 
‘THAT WAS EARTH, AND ГО REMEM- 
BERED THEN, TOO... 


THAT IS, UNLESS 
WE CAN LEAVE 
EARTH AND 


RADIATION 7, 
OF ENERGY HAVE 
RELEASED OTHER 
THINGS! 


DISCOVERED ATOMIC 
FISSION, НЕ COM- 
ESCAPE THE | MITTED SUICIDE! 
THE SUDDEN RELEASES 


І спу ALOUD with THE REMEM- 
BERING. HOW LONG HAS IT BEEN? 
THIRTY YEARS? YES... THIRTY 
YEARS AGO I'D STOOD AND STARED. 
AT PROMISING MARS ON OUR ASTRO- 
SCREEN AS WE'D HURTLED 


TOWARD IT. 


BEAUTIFUL! 
SHE'S 


Four oF US HAD LEFT EARTH IN A 
SLIM NEEDLE OF GLEAMING ALLOY, 
BUT І HAD BEEN THE FIRST...THE 
FIRST MAN TO SET FOOT ON MARS, 
AND ГО FALLEN IN LOVE WITH HER... 
HEY, LEE” SNAP OUT ОҒ 
ІТ” YOU'RE HOLDING 
UP THE PARADE. WE'VE: 


BEAUTIFUL! 


І о REMEMBERED THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND 
THE PRAYER THEY'D ENTRUSTED ІМ US A FEW SHORT MONTHS BEFORE... 


60 THEN, AND MAY 
SUCCESS BE YOURS... 
FOR YOU ARE OUR 
ONLY HOPES MAN- 
KIND 15 DOOMED) 


CERTAIN FORCES WE 
ARE UNABLE ТО COPE 
WITH. THEY ARE SLOWLY, 
STEADILY STERILIZING 
Us... MAKING US 
IMPOTENT! 


MAN..DOOMED? 
SIR, YOU'RE... 
YOU'RE JOKING? 


DEATH 15 NEVER HUMOROUS, 
CAPTAIN HARPER. WITHIN A 
GENERATION, THE ENTIRE 
RACE WILL BE STERILE? 

А CENTURY FROM NOW, MAN 
WILL HAVE CEASED TO 


IT DOESN'T 
SEEM 
POSSIBLE... 


IT 1S... HORRIBLY 507 
EARTH IS А DYING 
PLANET... FOR MAN IS 
DYING. BUT IF YOUR TRIP 
IS SUCCESSFUL...IF MAN 
CAN ESCAPE TO AN 
UNCONTAMINATED 
WORLD... WE CAN BUILD 
AGAIN. 






THE NATIONS ОҒ THE Іт HADN'T SEEMED REAL...THE WHOLE THING. Д/У TASK WAS FINISHED WITH THAT. 
WORLD HAVE POOLED EVEN WHILE ТО STUDIED AND LEARNED ТО Гр WANDERED THE EMPTY DESOLA- 
THEIR RESOURCES 7 FLY THE SHIP, IT HADN'T SEEMED REAL.AN Том WHILE THE OTHERS HAD 
WE'VE BEGUN CONSTRUC- AYR FORCE CAPTAIN... A BIOLOGIST...A MIN- BEGUN THEZA TASKS. AND MARS 
TION OF THE F/RST EROLOGIST...WE WERE WOT7H/NG. AND YET НАР CREPT INTO MY HEART, MY 
SPACE SHIP. YOU FOUR А WORLD HAD WATCHED, PRAYED FOR US. SouL. WHEN WE'D LEFT AT LAST, 
HAVE BEEN CHOSEN TO AND, ONE DAY, THE PRAYERS HAD BEEN А PART OF ME HAD REMAINED 
ЖАМ THIS SHIP... TO ANSWERED. I'D STEPPED FROM OUR SHIP. 


THE FIRST MAN ON MARS STRANGE f YOU KNOW, 


TORGSON, I'VE DIS- 
SECTED A HALF 
DOZEN OF THESE 
MARTIAN HARES AND 
AS FAR AS I CAN 
DETERMINE, THEY'RE 
COMPLETELY 
SEXLESS... 


То LONGED To RETURN AGAIN TO MARS,SO I'D VOINEDTHE THEY'D СОМЕ АНО THEYD SPLIT THE SILENCE WITH 
FIRST COLONISTS, WE'D BEGUN BUILDING. THE OTHERS | THEIR CURSES THEY'D ROARED THEIR HAPPINESS, 
HAD COME: THE FARMERS... THE STOREKEEPERS...AND BECAUSE THE YEARNING FOR THE RACE TO SURVIVE WAS 
WITH THEM, THE SPOILERS... THE ADVENTURERS. AND BRED INTO THEM. THEY'D MADE MARS HIDEOUS WITH 
I'D МЕРТ FOR MY LOVE, DEEP DOWN INSIDE. THEIR DIN. BUT THEY'D BUILT. 


THEY'D RAISED A NEW WORLD, THEY'D DOTTED PEACEFUL 
MARS WITH NOISY CITIES. AND THEY'D REMAINED МЕМ, THEY'D 
BRAWLED AND HATED AND SCARRED HER VELVET NIGHTS WTH 
THEIR NEON SIGNS. AND THEN, MARS HAD TAKEN HER SILENT 
REVENGE... Е, REPRODUCED? „т 
GENTLEMEN. . . THE FACTS ARE TOO OBVIOUS ТО BE DENIED... ШШ 
THEEIGHT YEARS OUR COLONISTS HAVE BEEN ON MARS, THERE ў 
HAS WOT BEEN ONE SINGLE BIRTHS j 





THE THING THAT THE ATTENDANT. IT'S SPLITTING! THERE 13 Your Y AND MAN... 
HAD PLACED UPON THE COUNCIL то..то HEARD THAT ANSWER, GENTLE- 
PRESIDENT'S DESK HAD BEEN А САВЕ ( SOME OF THE FORMS 
WITH A SINGLE SEXLESS MARTIAN OF MARTIAN LIFE Á THING ON MARS 
HARE. IT'D CREPT OUT SLOWLY. REPRODUCE BY f REPRODUCES ITSELF 
THEN, THE COUNCIL HAD SEEN WHAT BY B/NARY FISSION... 
ЖЕ ON MARS HAD SEEN 50 MANY. ar тн | | SPLITTING... AS AN 
Й | AMOEBA DOES HERE ) | 
ОН EARTH. : 


EXACTLY, GENTLEMEN. МАН IS WOT АМ THE LAUGHTER ON MARS HAD DIED THEN. THE FARMERS AND THE 
AMOEBA SOMETHING IN THE ATMOS- STOREKEEPERS AND THE HARD-FACED ADVENTURERS HAD FALLEN 

PHERE ON MARS...LIKE THE RADIATIONS SILENT. COLONISTS HAD STOPPED COMING. THE ATMOSPHERE 
HERE ON EARTH WILL WOT LET МАМ | ABOVE THE RED SANDS HAD BEGUN TO SEETHE WITH THE VIBRA- 
REPRODUCE HIS WAY! MANKIND, TIONS OF жазып 

GENTLEMEN, 15 DOOMED! 


FOUR ROCKETS IN THE LAST /М0 YEARS! 
THEY'RE G/V/NG US UPS WHAT ARE WE 
WAITING FOR? WE'RE NOT MARTIANSS, 


IF WE'RE GO/W@ TO DIE Г.И GOING HOMES 
OUT, AT LEAST WE CAN DO AND IF THE REST 
IT AT HOME...ON EARTH! ) OF YOU HAVE ANY 
SENSE, YOU W/LL 

700” 





THEY'D нот UNDERSTOOD,THE HARD-FACED ONES.NOR THEY'D SHOT OUT THE WINDOWS FROM THE BUILDINGS 
HAO І. I'D GATHERED FOOD-STUFFS,..CLOTHING,., АМО SMASHED THE STATUES AND LAUGHED OBSCENELY, 
TOOLS. I'D FILLED MY QUARTERS WITH THEM. IT HAO AND SICK AS І WAS, I'D WISHED THAT THEY WOULD 6050 
BEEN AS IF SOMETHING WAS DRIVING ME TO PREPARE THAT MARS MIGHT BE AGAIN AS TID FIRST COME ТО 
FOR THE FUTURE. AND YET THERE WAS NO FUTURE. 


WE MIGHT HAVE DONE зо MUCH ON MARS. BUT 
MARS HAD REJECTED US, MARS HADN'T WANTED 
OUR BRAWLING AND OUR OBSCENITY. AND SO, AT 
LAST, I'D STOOD ALONE AND WATCHED THE LAST 





THIRTY YEARS. OF ALL MANKIND, ONLY I HAVE BEEN 
80 LONG ON MARS. I THINK OF THAT NOW WHILE 
BEING COMPRESSED INTO ONE SINGLE THROBBING HURT. 


X THINK AND П SEEMS TO ME THAT MY BODY DRAWS 
ІМ UPON ITSELF. 





Ано Now THERE IS ONLY DARKNESS. EMPTY, ENDLESS, DARK- 
NESS. LIKE SPACE. I STIR. І MOVE... WITH A CURIOUS NEW 
LIGHTNESS AND STRENGTH. I OPEN МҮ EYES.. AND Т KNOW! 


Ано OUR HEARTS SING A SONG OF THANKSGIVING, 
BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT MARS HAS BEEN KIND TO ME. 





ADAPTED FROM THE ШТІ OF THE ADAM ТІК STORIES rf EANDO BINDER 


А CONTRIVANCE OF WHEELS AND WIRES. 
THAT HUMAN ATTRIBUTE CALLED 
1 “МЕ, АТ LEAST...WHEN 


МОМЕНТ АМО JESS | 
SURGING SEARING ENERGY FOR THE "MURDER” ОР МУ 
CREATOR, DR. LINK. MY METAL FACE SHOWED МО FEELINGS. 
BUT WITHIN, MY THOUGHTS, THEN, WERE SAD AND BITTER 
THOUGHTS, I HAD BEEN ORDERED BY MAN TO GET OUT 
OF HIS WORLD. 


SUDDENLY THERE WERE SHOUTS BEHIND US. 
PEOPLE CAME RUNNING. I SAW А FACE I KNEW... 
THE YOUNG REPORTER WHO HAD DEFENDED ME 
EDITORIALLY. FLUSHED, PANTING, HE SPOKE TO 
THE GOVERNOR WHO HAD COME TO WITNESS MY 
EXECUTION... 
7 ум JACK HALL, SIR... EVENING POST! 
ADAM LINK IS /WNOCENTS LISTEN 
TO THESE WITNESSES I HAVE BROUGHT, 


FIRE! І CAME ТО BY A CARS HE'S NOT 

BRIEFLY AND SAW | A MURDERING MONSTER! 

HIM! WE OWE НІМ вор BLESS YOU, ADAM 
OUR L/VES I 





Ано тнен, DR. LINK'S HOUSE - IT WAS А BOMBSHELL. THE ВОУ- THE PEOPLE AROUND CHEERED. IT 
HE WOMAN WHO HAD BEEN  ERNOR WAS VISIBLY STUNNED.THE was THEN THAT I FAINTED! YES,I 
ECUTION'S CHIEF WITNESS REPORTER PLEADED... FAINTED. I CLATTERED TO MY 
AGAINST NE...MADE HER STATEMENT. [Tie PROSECUTION'S KNEES FROM A SUDDEN NON- 
т..1 REMEMBERED 1.-1 HEARD | WHOLE CASE f FUNCTIONING OF MY CENTER OF. 
ADAM LINK'S CLANKING FOOT- HINGED ON THIS «ў I GRANT A | LOCOMOTION... В 
STEPS RUNNING TO THE LABOR- BLASTED FOOLS! ONE MINUTE 
ATORY AFTER І HEARD DR. LINKS MISTAKEN TESTIMONY’ READY TO EXECUTE YOU...THE 
DYING GROANS PLEASE, SIR. I... THAT ADAM LINK WAS NEXT, CHEERING... ADAM “ADAM, 
I DIDN'T MEAN ТО //Е ON THE THERE WHEN DR. LINK ARE YOU ALL RIGHT? 
STAND! І..І WAS CONFUSED, DIED. NOW THAT KEY 
POINT 15 REVERSED! 










ТТЫ xm Z | 
MY PARDON CAME THROUGH IN EIGHT HOURS. THE І WILL PASS RATHER SKETCHILY OVER MUCH THAT HAP- 
REPORTER, JACK HALL, HAD BROKEN THE CASE AND PENED LATER. SHREWD, WITTY, WORLDLY-WISE JACK 
SAVED MY LIFE HALL TOOK DELIGHT IN MAKING ME HIS BOSOM СОМРАМ- 
Ў FREE! FREES т... БАР THE THANKS, ADAM, JON...INTRODUCING ME TO ALL OF HIS FRIENDS... 

І CAN'T BELIEVE OLD BOY” NOW YOU'LL П 77 ED, MEET ADAM LINK... ү А DREAM 
NEED А PLACE ТО //ИЕ, ІШ FELLOW MAN AND СОМЕ TRUE, 

I'M ALONE, SO WHY NOT | | CITIZENS JACK ... BOTH 
BUNK WITH МЕ? | $ MINE AND MY 

ç \ д елес. CREATOR'S! 






ЧАСК'$ FIGHT FOR ME HAD FOLLOWED HIS LIFE-PATTERN. 
НЕ WAS ALWAYS FIGHTING FOR THE UNDERDOG. ONE DAY, 
НЕ INTERCEDED IN A STREET BRAWL... TRYING TO SAVE 
ALITTLE GUY FROM А BULLY. THE BULLY PULLED A 
KNIFE. IT WAS THEN THAT I STEPPED IN... 
АТТА BOY, ADAM! YOU 
OUGHT TO ENTER THE 
PRIZE RINGI 


JACK TOOK МЕ ТО MANY POKER GAMES, BUT I SOON 
BECAME UNPOPULAR. I ALWAYS WON. MY МАТНЕ- 
MATICAL MIND USED THE INEXORABLE LAWS OF 
NUMBERS AND SEQUENCES OF PROBABILITY... 


І HAVE THREE QUEENS. ү AND WITH THAT 
I WOULD SAY YOU ONLY / “POKER FACE”, WHAT 
HAVE TWO PAIR. CHANGE HAVE WE GOT? 
\ F 





[ 


ШЕ 


б 
МҸ 


` (md 


JACK AND I OFTEN TALKED OF MY 
“FUTURE... 


YES, DR, LINK LEFT МЕ 
THE SECRET OF THE 
IRIDIUM- SPONGE 
BRAIN, BUTI WON'T 
MAKE MORE ROBOTS... 
NOT UNTIL Z FIRST 
ADJUST TO HUMAN 
LIFE 50 І MAY LEAD 
OTHERS OF MY KIND! 


"ч 


BUT 
THERE 
MUST 
BEA 

CAREER 


АТ THE TRIAL 






ONE DAY, т RECEIVED A PHONE CALL 
FROM DR. POLSON, AN EMINENT 
SCIENTIST WHO HAD TESTED МУ ТО. 


YOU GAVE A FORMULA 
FOR HORMONE-GROWTH 
RELATIONSHIP THAT 
YOU DEDUCED FROM 
KNOWN FACTS. I'VE 
CHECKED IT! IT's COR- 
RECT! YOU ARE A 
SCIENTIFIC GENIUS, 
ADAM LINK! WE NEED YOU 


DR. POLSON'S CALL GAVE ME THE 
INSPIRATION, AND THAT IS HOW I 
WENT INTO BUSINESS, I TOOK AN 
OFFICE IN THE MARLE BUILDING... 
GREAT, ADAM! Ў 
ти. ADVERTISE 
FOR YOU AND TAKE 
САВЕ OF PUBL/- 
CITY EVERY 
INDUSTRY IN THE 
CITY WiLL FLOCH 
HERE FOR HELPS 


SORRY, 

DOCTOR! 

BUT THANK| 
ў YOU FOR 
GIVING ME 


Р ЕГ 
ADAM LINK 


SCIENTIFIC 
CONSULTANT 


їн OUR RESEARCH 
LABORATORY. 


Аз му REPUTATION SPREAD, JACK'S PREDICTION CAME 
TRUE. ON PAPER, DOING PURELY MENTAL WORK, I 
UNKNOTTED SCIENTIFIC PROBLEMS RANGING FROM 
COMPLEX CHEMICAL REACTIONS TO INTRICATE SUBATOMIC 


JUST WHAT WE'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR 
FOR S/V YEARS! HERE'S MY CHECK... 


Kay's VOICE WAS LOW, MUSICAL. HER SOFT HAND, 
RESTING ON МҮ HARD, METALLIC SUBSTITUTE, SUD- 
DENLY MADE ME REALIZE Т HAD BEEN “BROUGHT 
UP" BY DR. LINK WITH A PURELY MALE VIEWPOINT. 
THOUGH А SEXLESS ROBOT, I маз MENTALLY A 
МАМ THE OPPOSITE OF THIS WOMAN... 
SHE 15 D/FFERENT SOMEHOW... MYSTER/OUS! 
I CANNOT EAD HER EMOTIONS ON HER FACE 
AS READILY AS І САМ WITH MEW f 





But Now r COME ТО A MUCH MORE SIGNIFICANT HUMAN 
PROBLEM. IT IS ONE THAT T FEEL I CAN NEVER QUITE 
EXPLAIN. BUT I WILL TRY. WHEN MY GROWING BUSINESS 
DEMANDED A SECRETARY TO HANDLE DETAIL, JACK BROUGHT 
А GIRL HE KNEW... 
‘ADAM, THIS IS KAY )—_/ HOW DO YOU DO, MR. LINK? 
TEMPLES VE HEARD й LOT ABOUT 
B 






QUICKLY, THOUGH, т SENSED THAT JACK WAS IN LOVE 
WITH KAY. BUT DID SHE LOVE HIM? I COULD NOT TELL. 
SOMETIMES, AFTER OFFICE HOURS, WE THREE SPENT 
EVENINGS TOGETHER, I RECALL WITH MIXED PLEASURE 
AND PAIN ONENIGHT, AS A SINGER WARBLED THE LATEST 
HIT ТИМЕ... 


He Наз А HEART oF GOLD... Амр NERVES OF STEEL, 
НЕ RATTLES LIKE A DISHPAN... AND NEVER EATS А MEAL. 
WHO 001 MEAN? WHY, АрАМ LINK THE п0-0-0-В0Т7 






І IGNORED THE DRUNK UNTIL... 
I'M NOT AFRAID OF `Š 

YOU EITHER? WANNA 

MAKE SOMETHIN’ OUT 

OF IT, FRANKENSTEIN? 


1T? НАМ? I'LL 
OFFER 956... МОТ 


ONE PENNY MORE! 
ЕУ 


І RECORD THE FOLLOWING INCIDENT ONLY TO INDI- 
CATE A POSSIBLE FUTURE ROLE FOR ROBOTS. ONE 


THAT PITIFUL DRUNKE! 
FOOL! YOU'RE MORE OF A 
MAN THAN HE COULD EVER 
HOPE ТО ВЕ ADAM! YOU 
BA HAVE... YES, CHARACTERS 





DAY, WHILE I WAS DEPOSITING SOME CHECKS АТ 
МУ BANK, THREE MASKED MEN SUDDENLY APPEARED. 
THIS 15 A STICK-UP£ DON'T = 
MOVE... ANYBODY! 


f | 
| 


) 
E 


THEIR FRIENDS. I SMASHED 
THROUGH A PLATE GLASS WIN- 
DOW, TAKING A SHORT CUT... 


№ 








FEAT... 


HEROIC? CERTAINLY МОГ” HUMANS 
HAVE SUCH А HERO-WORSHIP COMPLEX! 
IT WAS MERELY THE USE OF МҮ 


T HE NEXT DAY, THE NEWSPAPER LAUDED МҮ 





[ROBOTS AND THEY 


MACHINE-GIVEN POWERS, I 
ENVISION SOMEDAY А POLICE 
FORGE OF ROBOTS...PERHAPS! 
aa 





as 
В 


POVERTY AND WRETCHEDNESS, І 

SUDDENLY KNEW WHAT TO D0 WITH 
THE LARGE SUMS OF MONEY I WAS 
RAPIDLY ACCUMULATING FROM MY 


YES, А MAN... BIG, STRONG, AND 
GENTLE ... ОН, 80 VERY GENTLE. 
INSIDE, YOU ARE WARM AND 


ONLY PERHAPS! r SAY THIS, THINKING BACK TO WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED, КАЎ, JACK AND І OFTEN HAD SERIOUS DISCUSSIONS. 


МНАТ IF І MADE MORE 


TURNED CRIMINAL? 


SYMPATHETIC, ї KNOW. YOU'RE 


BUSINESS... HUMAN, ROAM! 


WE'LL BUY UP 
SLUMS...TEAR 
DOWN TENEMENTS. 
BUILD MODERN 
LOW-COST APART- 
MENTS IN THEIR 
PLACE! 


ANYMORE 
BEHIND THAT 
ILLUSION OF 

METAL, I SEE 

YOU AS А MAN!) 


То KAY, FROM THAT MOMENT ON, 
Т WAS NO LONGER ADAM LINK, 


за 22 |22934 


Том LEFT SOON WITH ALL IN ORDER AND KAY AND JACK 
AND I FOUND TIME FOR SPORTS. GOLF, BOWLING, TENNIS.. 
I COULD NOT HELP BUT EXCEL IN ALL OF THEM,WITH MY 
SUPERIOR STRENGTH AND TIMING. JACK JOYFULLY USED 
TO TAKE DOWN THE INSUFFERABLE EGO OF A BOASTFUL 
TENNIS RIVAL... 






WITH А THIRD SIX-LOVE f HE'LL 
NEVER CROW AGA/W, ADAM. THANKS 








ROBOT... BUT ADAM LINK, ЖАМ” 


І ALSO BOUGHT AND DROVE A POWERFUL SPORTS 
CAR, HANDLING IT UNERRINGLY AT HIGH SPEEDS ON 
LONE DRIVES, BUT ONCE, І HAD TO MAKE A CHOICE 
AS A CARELESS DRIVER CUT ME OFF... 


THEY WOULDN'T, ADAM! CRIM- 
INALITY IS BRED BY MALADUUST- 
MENT ... SOCIAL ILLS... ESPECIALLY 
SLUMS, OUT OF WHICH Z HAD TO 
STRUGGLE MYSELF! 


You WILL REMEMBER My “COUSINS 
ТОМ LINK, WHO FIRST BEFRIENDED 
МЕ. BUSY ON LEGAL DUTIES ELSE- 
WHERE, HE RETURNED NOW AS MY 
ATTORNEY IN THE SLUM -CLEARANCE 
PROJECT... 


Тм PROUD OF YOU, ADAM, 
TEARING DOWN THESE 
VERMIN INFESTED ТЕМЕ- 
MENTS AND BUILDING 
SHINY NEW DWELLINGS. 
BUT ARE YOU SURE You 
WANT TO POUR AZZ OF 
YOUR FUNDS INTO THIS? 


6000 LORD? INE 
FORCED HIM OFF THE 
ROAD...STRAIGHT AT 

THOSE TREES 






І. NEVER FORGET THE SHOCK ON THE OTHER 
DRIVER'S FACE. HE STOPPED AND RUSHED ТО MY 
COMPLETELY WRECKED JAGUAR AND I STEPPED 


CALM DOWN, 5187 A TRIFLE 

DENTED.. 

A М вит гм ALL RIGHT 
OTHERWISE” 


T FOUND OUT, THOUGH, А FEW DAYS 
LATER. ATTRACTED BY KAY'S BEAUTY, 


ONE CALLER AT MY OFFICE LINGERED 
TO ANNOY HER... 


NOW, LOOK HERE, 
GORGEOUS! YOU 


DON'T KNOW WHO 
YOUR TURNING 








GHE STARED АТ МЕ IN A STRANGE WAY... THE WAY 
SHE STARED АТ МЕ, I RECALL МОМ, FROM TIME ТО 
TIME FOR LONG MONTHS. AND I WAS SUDDENLY 

FRIGHTENED BY WHAT I SAW REVEALED OPENLY IN 


'RE A BIT UPSET, 
KAY’ WHY NOT TAKE 
THE AFTERNOON OFF? 


FEW SCRATCHES... 


DOWN A DOZEW LIKE 

YOU WITHOUT ANY 

Loss! TH/S /8 

THE WAY OUT. 
AND DON'T 


BUT AGAIN І AM ONLY DIGRESSING, TRYING TO AVOID IT. 
BUT 1 MUST GET BACK TO KAY TEMPLE. ONE EVENING, 
JACK HALL UNBURDENED HIS HEART TO ME... 

т LOVE HER, ADAM... DEEPLY 7 1'vE Ў 
EVEN PROPOSED / BUT SHE'S 
HOLDING OFF FOR SOME REASON! 
15 IT ANOTHER MAN? WHO? 


т..т DON'T 
( KNOW, ЈАСКА 
м 








I'M SORRY THAT 

HAPPENED, KAN f 

BUT I REALLY 

CAN'T BLAME 

THEM... WITH A 

LOVELY GIRL LIKE 
YOU... 


ADAM... YOU 

MEAN YOU'VE 

SORES I'M NOTICED? 
GOIN’... 


Вот каў REFUSED. SHE INSISTED UPON TALKING: SWIFTLY 
I TRIED TO FORESTALL WHAT 1 SENSED WAS COMING.. 


REMEMBER, KAY! Y іт DOESN'T MATTER TO ME, ADAMS 
REMEMBER THAT І / PHYSICAL STRUCTURE 15 

АМА METAL UNIMPORTANT / WHAT COUNTS «Д 
ROBOT...NOTA 15 THE M/ND... CHARACTER... 

MAN OF FLESH | PERSONALITY. YOU ARE GOOD, 
AND 840007” ADAM... 


AND Г LOVE УОИ? 


Өне SAID IT CALMLY, NOT HYSTERICALLY, WITH A TENDER HAND ` 
ON MY с CHROMIUM-PLATED SHOULDER. THERE ке GLOW INHER 
EYES THAT BLINDED ME. THIS WAS М 

GIRL IN LOVE WITH A METAL ROBI 


JACK WANTS YOU, KAY? HE МО” I'M SORRY FOR JACK f I 
NEEDS YOU! 60 то нім! | MIGHT HAVE MARRIED HIM... BUT 
HE LOVES You! FOR YOU/ І WANT ТО BE WITH 
4 YOU, ADAM... ALWAYS ” 


FOR А МОМЕНТ, І HAD А WILD DREAM BUT I ERASED Т LEFT HER WITH TEARS IN HER EYES TEARS THAT I 
ІТ FROM MY MIND. IF ІТ МЕНЕ POSSIBLE, MY METAL СОШО NOT SHED MYSELF... 
THROAT WOULD HAVE SOBBED AS I JERKED AWAY 


FROM HER, ALMOST BRUTALLY... 


TRY TO FOLLOW ме! | 


DON'T 60,ADAM! | ША т..т..вооовуе“ 
PLEASE! MY LIFE 
18 WITH YOU! PLEASE! 


Е THE TELEGRAM READY | 
INSTRUCTING HIM TO LIQUID- 


DEAR JACK, 


DEEP DOWN IN HER HEART, 
THERE CAN BE ONLY OWE 
MAN FOR KAY.. YOU? MARRY 
HERS то YOU BOTH, MY 
DEEPEST LOVE... 


SOON, І WILL LEAVE HERE FOR А 
SECRET PLACE I OWN, KNOWN 


RETURN UNTIL І AM 
SOMEDAY, BUT L DON'T KNOW TRULY A WA CHINE: 
WHEN! THERE IS MUCH 8000 б 
І САН DO...YET MUCH WARM. 
1 MUST WIPE OUT ALL EMOTION 
THAT COULD DESTROY ME... 





